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President's Message 

Well it's hard to believe that summer is already more than half over and it's almost time for the 
Fall convention. I'm looking forward to seeing all of you in Rapid City on September 28-30. 
We should have a good time learning and having fun with our speaker, James Waslaski, 
presenting his pain management and orthopedic massage. 

Earlier this summer I had an opportunity to learn and have fun on a personal level, in a spiritual 
network class. Allow me to share some things that I think apply to our chapter also, in terms of 
the individuals making up ow· chapter. 

I would like to quote the Bible from Corinthians, chapter 12: verses 17-21 and 25-26: "If the 
whole body were an eye where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, 
where would the sense of smell be? God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, 
just as He wanted them to be. If they were all or part, where would the body be? As it is, there 
are many parts, but one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "I do not need you!" 
" .... so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern 
for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it. If one part is honored, every part 
rejoices with it." 

This is saying that we are all diverse, but we are called to serve without division. In short, 
diversity is not division, but on the flip side, u...r1ity is not conformity. Unity is not achieved by 
being alike. Unity is achieved by having the same purpose. 

Just as the human body has different parts to make up the whole, it has one purpose. Our 
chapter is your body of fellow_ massage therapists. Even though we as individuals of this 
chapter are diverse in regard to our different gifts and abilities, we each have one purpose. 

What is that purpose? I think it is summed up in "A Massage Therapist's Prayer." 

Let me dedicate my life today 
To the care of those who come my way, 
Touching each with a healing hand 
And gentle art for which I stand� 
And then tonight, when day is done, 
Let me rest in peace if I've helped just one. 

I think you will agree that we don't have to be all the same to have the same purpose, do we? 

SheldonL. Haas, President 
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