
The AMTA Colorado Chapter recently sent out a report to members on the status of HB-1320. 

Unfortunately, there is a lot of misinformation about this bill circulating in social media and what it now 

says.  The bill has been dramatically changed from the initial draft and we have worked hard to remove 

all of the offensive language and false connections of massage therapy to prostitution.  Please read the 

following detailed report and updates (portions of original report follow update) and share the correct 

information with other massage therapists. 

We want the chapter membership and the massage therapy community to know that through our 

engagement in the process and providing input to the Department of Regulatory Agencies (DORA), we 

have impacted the bill and have had positive amendments added to, and harmful provisions stricken 

from, the bill at this point in the process. 

UPDATE As of 5.2.16: The bill just passed on 3rd reading in the Senate.  There was a 3rd reading 

amendment added that reinserted language stating that local entities cannot enact and enforce a 

local ordinance on massage therapy.  The amendment also stipulated that a local government cannot   

inspect a massage therapist who is a sole proprietor who works out of their home residence.  

UPDATE As of 4.30.16:  Language that inserted the term massage parlor back into state statute and 

directed DORA to define a massage parlor was stricken from the bill through an amendment that was 

offered by Sen. Cooke.  The bill no longer refers to massage parlors in any form and DORA will not be 

directed to define the term.  This was a huge win for CCMT as there was widespread concern that this 

language would have been detrimental to the massage profession.  We would like to thank Sen. 

Cooke and Sen. Lundberg for their leadership on this issue and their continued commitment to our 

profession. 

The Colorado Coalition of Massage Therapists is made up of the American Massage Therapy Association 

– Colorado Chapter (AMTA-CO), Associated Bodywork & Massage Professionals (ABMP) and massage 

schools in Colorado.  We work together to advocate for the massage therapy profession on the local and 

state level to ensure Colorado remains an open place for professional massage therapists to practice. 

CCMT recognizes the problem of human traffickers and others using massage therapy as a cover for 

their illicit activity and wants to be a part of the solution.  After we saw the legislation as written, CCMT 

has been trying to work with DORA to ensure the massage therapy community has a voice at the table 

with these decisions—and that the amendments and changes made to the Massage Therapy Practice 

Act will not adversely affect legitimate and licensed massage therapists practicing in the State of 

Colorado. 

As many of you are aware, HB 1320 (A Bill for an Act Concerning The Regulation of Massage Therapy to 

Modify Practices that are linked to Criminal Behavior) is legislation written and initiated by the 

Department Of Regulatory Agencies (DORA). The intention of this bill was to close loopholes in the 

current Massage Therapy Practice Act that are being exploited for illegal activity.  The bill is sponsored 

by Representatives Foote and Carver, and Senator Cooke. They drafted this legislation because in the 

last two years DORA dealt with more than 30 cases of human trafficking that have allowed criminal 



activity to occur via traffickers operating under the premise of unlicensed massage therapy activity 

without penalty.  So, DORA opened the Massage Therapy Practice Act to make amendments to our state 

statute to help address this issue.   

As of the time of the time of the original report, the chapter struck a dress code in the bill that would 

have been enforced on massage therapists, as well as regulated business hours that would have 

stipulated in statute that massage establishments must operate between the hours of 7am – 10pm.  We 

were also successful in striking language that was disparaging towards the massage therapy profession 

and indicated licensed massage therapists were breaking the law.  The CCMT was also successful in 

amending the portion of the bill related to local regulation and municipalities.  The amendments the 

coalition successfully pushed through now clarify that local governments can only inspect massage 

businesses upon complaint of illegal activity to ensure that the therapists are licensed by the state.  It 

also specifies that the local government cannot charge any fees for the inspection. 

Current Version of HB1320: http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=56d7e80e1068  
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